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TRIANTI HALL MC 2 MC 3 MC 3.2 MC 3.4
(level 0) (level -1) (level -1) (level -1) (level -1)
PRE-CONGRESS
PRE-CONGRESS WORKSHOP 2
WORKSHOP 1 DIGITAL ULCERS IN SSC
09:00 FIBROTIC SKIN - A COMPREHENSIVE
10:30 MANIFESTATIONS - APPROACH TO THE
1st slot NEW DIAGNOSTIC ASSESSMENT AND
AND THERAPEUTIC MANAGEMENT OF DIGITAL
APPROACHES ULCERS IN SYSTEMIC
PRE-CONGRESS PRE-CONGRESS SCLEROSIS
10:30 COURSE 1 COURSE 2
11:00 CAPILLAROSCOPY WSF/SCTC MRSS-TRAINING COFFEE BREAK
: AND STANDARDIZATION
(08:30-13:30)
(08:30-12:30) PRE-CONGRESS
PRE-CONGRESS WORKSHOP 2
WORKSHOP 1 DIGITAL ULCERS IN SSC
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AND THERAPEUTIC MANAGEMENT OF DIGITAL
APPROACHES ULCERS IN SYSTEMIC
SCLEROSIS
13:45 SESSION 1
14:45 LUNG
INVITED LECTURE 1
14:45 | Bridging biology to clinical
15:10 practice in PAH: future
opportunities for SSc-PAH
15:10 SESSION 2
16:00 HEART
16:00 ASTRAZENECA
16:30 SATELLITE SYMPOSIUM
16:30 MSD
17:30 SATELLITE SYMPOSIUM
17:30 OPENING
18:10 OF THE CONGRESS
18:10
19-10 OPENING LECTURES

19:10

WELCOME RECEPTION
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17-00 WRAP UP LECTURE
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Boehringer Ingelheim-sponsored symposium at the N S
9th Systemic Sclerosis World Congress || Boehrln.ger
IllY Ingelheim

Improving the patient journey in SSc: from

early diagnosis to treatment and ongoing care

Date: VVenue:
Friday, 6 March 2026, 11:50-13:20 (EET) Trianti Auditorium, Megaron Athens International
Conference Centre, Athens, Greece

Don't miss the chance to hear from experts in the field of systemic sclerosis at the Boehringer Ingelheim-sponsored
satellite symposium.

During this symposium, a panel of expert rheumatologists will explore the current treatment options for patients with
SSc, highlighting the importance of multidisciplinary care and discussing methods to optimize its implementation across
various clinical settings.

Agenda

Speakers: Dinesh Khanna (Chair, Professor at University of Michigan), Francesco Del Galdo (Professor at University of Leeds),
Zsuzsanna McMahan (Associate Professor and Co-Director of the Scleroderma Program at UTHealth Houston), Vanessa Smith
(Professor and Head of Clinics at Ghent University Hospital)

Time (EET) Session Speaker/s
11:50-11:55 Introduction and welcome Dinesh Khanna
11:55-12:35 Optimizing treatment approaches for patients with SSc: now and in the future All

12:35-13:15 Working together to deliver best practice multidisciplinary care for patients with SSc All

13:15-13:20 Wrap-up and close Dinesh Khanna

We look forward to welcoming you to our symposium!

Visit Boehringer Ingelheim at Booth 04 for more information and resources.

SSc, systemic sclerosis; UTHealth Houston, University of Texas Health Science Center at Houston
Session and speakers sponsored by Boehringer Ingelheim.

Llfe forward Content developed by speakers. SC-CRP-18906 | January 2026



SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMME

THURSDAY, MARCH 5

08:00
Registration opens

PRE-CONGRESS WORKSHOPS

09:00-10:30  First slot pre-congress Workshops
10:30-11:00 Coffee break

11:00-12:30  Second slot pre-congress Workshops

PRE-CONGRESS WORKSHOP 1 Room MC 3.2, level -1
FIBROTIC SKIN MANIFESTATIONS - NEW DIAGNOSTIC

AND THERAPEUTIC APPROACHES

Convenor: Thomas Krieg (Germany)

PRE-CONGRESS WORKSHOP 2 Room MC 3.4, level -1
DIGITAL ULCERS IN SSC - A COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH
TO THE ASSESSMENT AND MANAGEMENT OF DIGITAL
ULCERS IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS

Convenor: Michael Hughes (UK)

PRE-CONGRESS COURSES

08:30-13:30 Room MC 2, level -1
PRE-CONGRESS COURSE 1 - CAPILLAROSCOPY
Convenor: Vanessa Smith (Belgium)

08:30-12:30 Room MC 3, level -1
PRE-CONGRESS COURSE 2 - WSF/SCTC MRSS-TRAINING
AND STANDARDIZATION

Convenor: Dinesh Khanna (USA)

13:45-14:45
SESSION 1 - LUNG
Chairs: Petros Sfikakis (Greece), Argiryos Tzouvelekis
(Greece), Elizabeth Volkman (USA)

Trianti Hall

The view of the patient: llaria Galetti (Italy)

The view of the pulmonologist: Vincent Cottin (France)
The view of the rheumatologist: Anna-Maria Hoffman-Vold
(Norway)

© 14:25-14:35

OC 01 - CONTEMPORARY TREATMENT PATTERNS AND CLINICAL
DETERMINANTS OF THERAPYCHOICES IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS-
ASSOCIATED INTERSTITIAL LUNG DISEASE: INSIGHTS FROM THE EUSTAR
DATABASE - Corrado Campochiaro et al (ltaly)

¢ 14:35-14:45

OC 02 - RISK FACTORS AND TRAJECTORIES OF INTERSTITIAL LUNG
DISEASE IN PATIENTS WITH LIMITED CUTANEOUS SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS IN
THE EUSTAR COHORT - Antonio Tonutti et al (Italy)

14:45-15:10
INVITED LECTURE 1
Chairs: Madelon Vonk (The Netherlands), Susanna Proudman
(Australia)

Trianti Hall

Bridging biology to clinical practice in PAH: future opportunities for
SSc-PAH - Katerina Antoniou (Greece)

15:10-16:00
SESSION 2 - HEART
Chairs: Monique Hinchcliff (USA), Gabriela Riemekasten
(Germany), Michael Hughes (UK)

Trianti Hall

©15:10-15:30

Unmasking and managing pHI - Giacomo De Luca (ltaly)
©15:30-15:40

OC 03 - INITIAL THERAPY IN SSC-PAH IMPROVES OUTCOMES ACROSS
HAEMODYNAMIC THRESHOLDS AND RISK STRATIFICATION: INSIGHTS FROM
THE EUSTAR DATABASE

Hilde Jenssen Bjerkekjzer et al (Norway)
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* 15:40-15:50

OC 04 - HIGH TYPE 1 INTERFERON ASSOCIATES WITH SUBCLINICAL
MYOCARDIAL INVOLVEMENT IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS

Maia Buch et al (UK)

* 15:50-16:00

OC 05 - ARRHYTHMIC BURDEN, MYOCARDIAL MARKERS, AND LONG-
TERM SURVIVAL IN DISTINCT CARDIAC MAGNETIC RESONANCE SUBSETS
OF SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS - Davide Patti Gaspare et al (ltaly)

16:00-16:30
ASTRAZENECA SATELLITE SYMPOSIUM
See programme at page 21

Trianti Hall

16:30-17:30
MSD SATELLITE SYMPOSIUM
See programme at page 21

Trianti Hall

17:30-18:10
OPENING OF THE CONGRESS

Trianti Hall

18:10-19:10
OPENING LECTURES
Chairs: Dan Furst (USA), Yannick Allanore (France)

Trianti Hall

©18:10-18:30

Clinical - Virginia Steen (USA)

*18:30-18:50

Basic - Joerg Distler (Germany)

*18:50-19:10

Is it time to implement patient care through patient
Sue Farrington (UK)

19:10
WELCOME RECEPTION

Foyer Level O
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FRIDAY, MARCH 6

07:30-08:30
MEET THE EXPERT Room MC 3.2, level -1
* How to evaluate circulation in SSc - Michael Hughes (UK)

MEET THE EXPERT Room MC 3.4, level -1
* Myositis in SSc, so hidden so important - Dan Furst (USA)

08:00-09:00
SESSION 3 - IMAGING
Chairs: Vanessa Smith (Belgium), Yair Levy (Israel)

Trianti Hall

* 08:00-08:20
Ultrasound of the Gastrointestinal SSc - Giulia Bandini (Italy)

¢ 08:20-08:40
Cardiac Magnetic Resonance in SSc
Sophie Mavrogeni (Greece)

* 08:40-08:50

OC 06 - ELEVATED MORTALITY LINKED TO MYOCARDIAL FIBROSIS IN
SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS: A MULTICENTER CMR STUDY IN AUTOIMMUNE
RHEUMATIC DISEASES - Attila Feher et al (USA)

* 08:50-09:00

OC 07 - UNSUPERVISED CLUSTERING IDENTIFIES DISTINCT CMR
DERIVED PHENOTYPES IN A COHORT OF SSC PATIENTS WITH LOW
CARDIOVASCULAR RISK AND NO PRIOR CARDIAC

Mohammed Amr et al (UK)

09:00-10:00

SESSION 4 - VASCULAR

Chairs: Tracy Frech (USA), Bashar Kahaleh (USA),
Dilia Giuggioli (Italy)

Trianti Hall

*09:00-09:20
The complex world of Extracellular Vesicles as markers of vascular
injury - Jelena Colic (Serbia)

©(09:20-09:30

OC 08 - UNMASKING LOWER LIMB PERIPHERAL ARTERIAL DISEASE
IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS THROUGH DOPPLER WAVEFORM ANALYSIS -
Begonya Alcacer-Pitarch et al (UK)

JNAYEO0Ud JIHILNFIOS
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WORLE) GO

* (09:30-09:40

OC 09 - RISK FACTORS OF PROGRESSION OF CALCINOSIS AND ACRO-
OSTEOLYSIS IN THE HANDS OF PATIENTS WITH SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS : A
LONGITUDINAL OBSERVATIONAL STUDY

Alain Lescoat et al (France)

° (09:40-09:50

OC 10 - ASSOCIATION BETWEEN VASOACTIVE-VASODILATING THERAPY
AND REDUCED DETECTION OF PULMONARY ARTERIAL HYPERTENSION IN
SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS: EVIDENCE FROM A EUSTAR STUDY

Cosimo Bruni et al (Switzerland)

°(09:50-10:00

OC 11 - POINTS TO CONSIDER FOR REPORTING OUTCOMES MEASURES
IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS INTERVENTIONAL STUDIES ON DIGITAL ULCERS:
AN INITIATIVE FROM THE WORLD SCLERODERMA FOUNDATION DIGITAL
ULCER AD HOC COMMITTEE

Corrado Campochiaro et al (ltaly)

10:00-10:30 ¢ Coffee break

10:30-11:50 Trianti Hall
SESSION 5 - VERY EARLY DISEASE AND PREVENTION OF
DAMAGE IN IMMUNE MEDIATED DISEASES

Chairs: Silvia Bellando Randone (ltaly), Masataka Kuwana
(Japan), Laszlo Czirjak (Hungary)

*10:30-10:40
Very Early Disease in SSc— what have we learnt so far
Francesco Del Galdo (UK)

*10:40-11:00
Delaying the onset of Type | Diabetes: a model and a new
opportunity - Ana Llego-Delgado (USA)

°11:00-11:20
The APPIPRA study in RA - Kulveer Mankia (UK)

©11:20-11:30

OC 12 - EARLY PROGRESSION OF SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS: A
LONGITUDINAL COHORT STUDY ON DISEASE EVOLUTION AND
MICROVASCULAR CHANGES

Dieneke Haverkort et al (The Netherlands)

NERESS
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©11:30-11:40

OC 13 - MULTIMODAL IMAGING DIFFERENCES BETWEEN PRE-SYSTEMIC
SCLEROSIS (PRE-SSC) PATIENTS VERSUS HEALTHY CONTROLS: A CROSS-
SECTIONAL STUDY - Ramona Govender et al (Belgium)

*11:40-11:50

OC 14 - SPATIAL TRANSCRIPTOMICS REVEALS DISTINCT AND
OVERLAPPING PROFILES IN SPECIFIC SKIN REGIONS OF VERY EARLY
SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS

Ifeoluwa Emmanuel Bamigbola et al (UK)

11:50-13:20 Trianti Hall
BOEHRINGER INGELHEIM SATELLITE SYMPOSIUM
See programme at page 22

13:20-14:25 ¢ Poster tour and lunch

14:25-15:25
BRISTOL-MYERS SQUIBB SATELLITE SYMPOSIUM
See programme at page 22

Trianti Hall

15:25-15:50
INVITED LECTURE 2
Chairs: Robert Lafyatis (USA), Oliver Distler (Switzerland)

Fibroblasts in Inflammation and Fibrosis
George Kollias (Greece)

Trianti Hall

15.50-16:30

SESSION 6 - JOURNALS
Chairs: Marco Matucci-Cerinic (ltaly), Ernst Choy (UK), Sarah
Onuora (UK), Anna Clark (UK)

©15:50-16:00

Journal of Scleroderma and Related Disorders

Evaluation of autologous fat grafting in the treatment of juvenile
localized scleroderma with facial involvement

Ivan Foeldvari et al (Germany)

©16:00-16:10

Rheumatology

Live course management of Systemic Sclerosis from Children to
Adult. A prospective from the BSR Guidelines

Clare Pain et al (UK)

©16:10-16:20

Nature Rheumatology

Perspective: An international perspective on the future of SSc
research - David Abraham et al (UK)

Trianti Hall
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°16:20-16:30

Lancet Rheumatology

Exploiting a unified vascular framework to predict organ-specific
complications and accomplish disease modification in SSc
John Pauling et al (UK)

16:30-17:00 ¢ Coffee break

17:00-17:25
INVITED LECTURE 3
Chairs: Masataka Kuwana (Japan), Gianluca Moroncini (ltaly)

Trianti Hall

Antibodies, on the interface between SSc, myositis and cancer
Livia Casciola-Rosen (USA)

17:25-18:15 Trianti Hall
PARALLEL SESSION 7 - ENVIROMENTAL FACTORS

Chairs: Lorenzo Beretta (ltaly), Eugene Kucharz (Poland),
Theodoros Dimitroulas (Greece)

©17:25-17:45
Silica, an inducer of SSc? - Alain Lescoat (France)

* 17:45-18:05
Breast implants and SARDs - Maria Grazia Lazzaroni (ltaly)

°18:05-18:15

OC 15 - SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS IN ISRAEL: A 20-YEAR NATIONWIDE
STUDY OF PREVALENCE, HOT SPOTS AND SURVIVAL ANALYSIS
Doron Rimar et al (Israel)

18:15-19:00 Trianti Hall
PARALLEL SPECIAL SESSION 8: DIFFERENCES AND
SIMILARITIES BETWEEN JUVENILE AND ADULT ONSET
SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS

Chairs: Ivan Foeldvari (Germany), Clare Pain (UK)

Speakers: Kathryn Torok (USA) vs Chris Denton (UK)

°18:50-19:00

OC 16 - PULMONARY FUNCTION AND INTERSTITIAL LUNG DISEASE IN
JUVENILE SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS: INSIGHTS FROM THE LARGEST SINGLE-
SITE PEDIATRIC SCLERODERMA REGISTRY

Kathryn Torok et al (USA)

17:25-19:25

PARALLEL SESSION 9 - BASIC (OMICS)
Chairs: John Varga (USA), Jorge Distler (Germany),
Benjamin Korman (USA), Shervin Assassi (USA)

Room MC 3, level -1

©17:25-17:55
Novel insights from renal and cardiac fibrosis - implications for SSc
Christoph Kuppe (Germany)

©17:55-18:25
Synovial Fibroblasts and their Interactions in the Rheumatoid
Arthritis Tissue Microenvironment - Kartik Bhamidipati (USA)

©18:25-18:35

OC 17 - SPATIAL PROTEOMIC-BASED PHENOTYPING OF FIBROBLAST
POPULATIONS AND THEIR MICROENVIRONMENT IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS
PRIMARY HEART INVOLVEMENT

Andrea-Hermina Gyorfi et al (Germany)

©18:35-18:45

OC 18 - SPATIAL PROFILING OF SCLERODERMA RENAL CRISIS REVEALS
FIBROBLAST EXPANSION AND COMPLEMENT ACTIVATION

Minrui Liang et al (China)

¢ 18:45-18:55

OC 19 - MAPPING THE RNA METHYLOME IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS:
REGULATION AND ROLE IN TGF-B SIGNALING

Nikolaos Vlachogiannis et al (Greece)

° 18:55-19:05

OC 20 - ONE PROTEIN, MANY PATHS: MINDIN ORCHESTRATES SUBTYPE-
SPECIFIC PROFIBROTIC FIBROBLAST RESPONSES IN SCLERODERMA
Gaurav Prafullbhai Kansagara et al (India)

©19:05-19:15

OC 21 - MAPPING CELLULAR METABOLIC CHANGES IN SSC SKIN USING
IMAGING MASS CYTOMETRY

Andrea Hermina Gyaérfi et al (Germany)

©19:15-19:25

OC 22 - MULTI-OMIC ANALYSIS IDENTIFIES A MONOCYTE-VASCULAR
SIGNATURE LINKED TO SKIN FIBROSIS REGRESSION IN SYSTEMIC
SCLEROSIS - Astrid Hofman et al (Switzerland)
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07:30-08:30
MEET THE EXPERT
* How to manage a SRC - Chris Denton (UK)

Room MC 3.2, level -1

MEET THE EXPERT Room MC 3.4, level -1
* Vasculopathy, from pathogenesis to management
Marco Matucci-Cerinic (Italy)

WORLD CO)

08:30-09:20 Trianti Hall
PARALLEL SESSION 10 - ORAL PRESENTATION CLINICAL
Chairs: Carina Mihai (Switzerland), lvan Castellvi (Spain),
Silvia Bosello (Italy), Alexandra Balbir-Gurman (Israel)

* 08:30-08:40

OC 23 - CALCINOSIS IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS: FREQUENCY,
CHARACTERISTICS AND ASSOCIATIONS IN AN AUSTRALIAN COHORT
Lauren Host et al (Australia)

* 08:40-08:50

OC 24 - REAL-WORLD EVIDENCE PREVALENCE AND CLINICAL OUTCOME
OF PATIENTS MEETING THE INCLUSION CRITERIA OF THE PHASE 3 TRIAL
DAISY (DETECTING EFFECTIVENESS OF ANIFROLUMAB IN SSC) - A EUSTAR
COHORT STUDY - Lesley Anne Bissell et al (UK)

* 08:50-09:00

OC 25 - PREVALENCE OF ORGAN INVOLVEMENT AND BASELINE
PREDICTORS OF DISEASE PROGRESSION IN PATIENTS WITH LIMITED
CUTANEOUS SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS: INSIGHTS FROM THE CONQUER
DATABASE - Alain Lescoat et al (France)

* (09:00-09:10

OC 26 - WHICH ANTI-CENTROMERE ANTIBODY-POSITIVE SYSTEMIC
SCLEROSIS PATIENTS ARE LESS LIKELY TO DEVELOP ORGAN
INVOLVEMENT? INSIGHTS FROM THE EUSTAR COHORT

Jelena Colic et al (Serbia)

©(09:10-09:20

OC 27 - CLINICAL CHARACTERISTICS ASSOCIATED WITH INTERSTITIAL
LUNG DISEASE IN MIXED CONNECTIVE TISSUE DISEASE AND SYSTEMIC
SCLEROSIS: INSIGHTS FROM AN EMR-DERIVED COHORT

Alana Haussmann et al (USA)

GHESS

08:30-09:30 Room MC 3, level -1
PARALLELS SESSION 11 - INFLAMMATORY CELLS/
PATHWAYS

Chairs: Eun Bong Lee (South Korea), Uma Kumar (India),
Yukie Yamaguchi (Japan)

* 08:30-08:40

OC 28 - SKIN MACROPHAGE SUBTYPES AND IMPACT OF TOFACITINIB

IN EARLY DIFFUSE CUTANEOUS SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS: RESULTS FROM
COMBINED SINGLE-CELL ANALYSES OF AN OBSERVATIONAL DATA SET AND
A PHASE I/l RANDOMIZED CONTOLLED TRIAL - Alain Lescoat et al
(France)

¢ 08:40-08:50

0OC 29 - ANTI-TOPOISOMERASE-1 AUTOANTIBODIES INDUCE TYPE |
INTERFERON THROUGH THE CGAS-STING PATHWAY

Bent Deleuran et al (Denmark)

¢ 08:50-09:00

0OC 30 - NK CELL IMMUNOTHERAPY REVERSES LUNG FIBROSIS BY
ELIMINATING SENESCENT FIBROBLASTS3

Wolfgang Merkt et al (Germany)

*09:0009:10

OC 31 - NOVEL MONOCYTE GENE SIGNATURES PREDICT PROGRESSION
IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS-ASSOCIATED ILD - Cristina Padilla et al
(USA)

©09:10-09:20

OC 32 - MONOCYTE-DERIVED MACROPHAGES IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS:
INTEGRATED SINGLE-CELL ANALYSIS ACROSS TISSUE COMPARTMENTS
Sandra Maribel Lopez Garces et al (UK)

¢ 09:20-09:30

OC 33 - IL-1<BETA> AND MICROVASCULAR ENDOTHELIAL CELLS
SYNERGIZE TO FAVOR ALTERED MACROPHAGE EFFEROCYTOSIS:
IMPLICATION IN SSC - Cécile Contin-Bordes et al (France)

[
T .
e T

09:30-10:30 Trianti Hall
PARALLEL SESSION 12- ORAL PRESENTATION CLINICAL
Chairs: Cosimo Bruni (Switzerland), Cristiane Kayser (Brazil),
Otylia Kowal-Bielecka (Poland), Yukai Wang (China)

©09:30-09:40

OC 34 - FROM FIRST SYMPTOM TO DIAGNOSIS: INITIAL SYMPTOMS AND
DELAYS IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS FROM THE EARLY SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS
LONGITUDINAL ASSESSMENT REGISTRY

Aslihan Avanoglu Guler et al (Turkey)
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° 09:40-09:50

OC 35 - PLATELETS' METABOLISM AND FUNCTIONS IN VERY EARLY
DIAGNOSIS OF SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS AND IN ESTABLISHED DISEASE -
Annalisa Villa et al (ltaly)

° (09:50-10:00

OC 36 - EXTERNAL VALIDATION AND EXPLORATION OF CONCEPTUAL
MODELS OF LATE SKIN FIBROSIS IN PATIENTS WITH SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS
Michael Hughes et al (UK)

*10:00-10:10

OC 37 - COMPARING LONG-TERM OUTCOMES ACROSS SYSTEMIC
SCLEROSIS SUBGROUPS USING A MULTI-ORGAN DISEASE PROGRESSION
SCORE - Philip Yee et al (UK)

©10:10-10:20

OC 38 - 68GA-FAPI PET/CT FOR TRACKING DISEASE TRAJECTORY IN
SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS-RELATED INTERSTITIAL LUNG DISEASE
Panagiotis Garantziotis et al (Germany)

*10:20-10:30

OC 39 - MACHINE LEARNING-DRIVEN PHENOTYPING IN SYSTEMIC
SCLEROSIS: CRP-DEFINED INFLAMMATION AND CLINICAL CLUSTERS - AN
EUSTAR REGISTRY ANALYSIS

Cristiana Sieiro Santos et al (UK)

09:30-10:40 Room MC 3, level -1
PARALLEL SESSION 13 - PRESENTATION BASIC IiI
(HODGEPODGE)

Chairs: Jeska De Vries-Bouwstra (The Netherlands),
Jiucun Wang (China), Lazaros Sakkas (Greece),
Michal Tomcik (Czech Republic)

* (09:30-09:40

0OC 40 - FIBROTIC ECM-TARGETING EXTRACELLULAR VESICLES AS
MEDIATORS OF SYSTEMIC PROGRESSION IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS
Shally Tartakover Matalon et al (Israel)

° 09:40-09:50

OC 41 - CROSS-TRAIT GENETIC ANALYSIS REVEALS MEOX2 AS A
NOVEL SUSCEPTIBILITY LOCUS SHARED BETWEEN PRIMARY RAYNAUD'S
PHENOMENON AND SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS

Carlos Rangel-Pelaez et al (Spain)

- MARGMIE¥2026 ATHENS, GREEGE

*09:50-10:00

OC 42 - PULMONARY ARTERIAL HYPERTENSION SUSCEPTIBILITY IN
SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS PATIENTS WITH THE DNASE1L3 RS35677470
(ARG206CYS) VARIANT - Brian Skaug et al (USA)

©10:00-10:10

OC 43 - PROTEOMIC AND TRANSCRIPTOMIC ANALYSES ELUCIDATE THE
TRAJECTORY OF PROGRESSION FROM THE ANTIBODY-POSITIVE PHASE TO
THE DEVELOPMENT OF SSC - Fenglin Wu et al (China)

©10:10-10:20

OC 44 - N-LACTOYL-AMINO ACIDS AS METABOLIC SIGNATURES OF
FIBROTIC TRANSFORMATION IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS SKIN: INSIGHTS
FROM INTEGRATED METABOLOMIC AND TRANSCRIPTOMIC ANALYSIS
Amin Ravaei et al (Sweden)

¢ 10:20-10:30

0OC 45 - MUC16 MUTATIONS ARE ASSOCIATED WITH GENOMIC
INSTABILITY AND POOR OUTCOMES IN DIFFUSE CUTANEOUS SYSTEMIC
SCLEROSIS

Mohammed Osman et al (Canada)

*10:30-10:40

OC 46 - SPATIAL TRANSCRIPTOMIC-BASED PHENOTYPING OF THE
FIBROBLAST NICHES IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS-ASSOCIATED PRIMARY
HEART INVOLVEMENT - Alexandru Micu et al (Germany)

10:30-11:00 ¢ Coffee break

11:00-11:50
SESSION 14 - ORAL PRESENTATION ON GI
Chairs: Marie-Elise Truchetet (France), Murat Inanc (Turkey)

Trianti Hall

*11:00-11:10

OC 47 - ASSOCIATION BETWEEN ESOPHAGEAL SYMPTOMS AND HIGH
RESOLUTION MANOMETRY FINDINGS: ENHANCING MOTILITY ASSESSMENT
WITH MULTIPLE SWALLOWING TESTS

Carlos Gomes et al (Portugal)

©11:10-11:20

OC 48 - HIGHDEFINITION SPATIAL TRANSCRIPTOMICS REVEALS DISTINCT
IMMUNE, FIBROTIC, AND METABOLIC SIGNATURES IN EARLY AND LATE
SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS SMALL BOWEL DISEASE

Laura Much et al (Switzerland)

*11:20-11:30

OC 49 - SEGMENTAL LOSS OF MOTILITY DRIVES REDUCED SMALL
BOWEL FUNCTION IN LIMITED CUTANEOUS SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS: A PILOT
MR ENTEROGRAPHY STUDY - Marco Minerba et al (UK)
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©11:30-11:40

OC 50 - APPLICABILITY AND DIAGNOSTIC VALUE OF CHICAGO
CLASSIFICATION 4.0 IN ASSESSING ESOPHAGEAL MOTILITY DISORDERS IN
SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS: A RETROSPECTIVE SINGLE-CENTER STUDY

Carlos Gomes et al (Portugal)

©11:40-11:50

OC 51 - DELAYED GASTRIC EMPTYING IDENTIFIES A HIGH-RISK CLINICAL
SUBGROUP IN PATIENTS WITH SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS

Francisco Alejandro Felix-Tellex et al (Spain)

11:50-12:35
BOEHRINGER INGELHEIM ROUND TABLE
See programme at page 23

Trianti Hall

12:35-13:50 ¢ Poster tour and lunch

13:50-14:20
ARGENX SATELLITE SYMPOSIUM
See programme at page 23

Trianti Hall

14:20-14:45

INVITED LECTURE 4

Chair: Takashi Matsushita (Japan),
Stamatis Nick Liossis (Greece)

Trianti Hall

Activity and damage - Mandana Nikpour (Australia)

14:45-16:45

SESSION 15 THERAPY
Chairs: Janet Pope (Canada), Gianluca Moroncini (ltaly),
Rong Mu (China)

Trianti Hall

® 14:45-15:05
Evidence to support combination therapies in SSc
Yannick Allanore (France)

° 15:05-15:25
New molecular targets in SSc- current and ongoing trials.
Dinesh Khanna (USA)

[
e M
e T

©15:25-15:35

OC 52 - TARGETING THE PLASMA CELL NICHE IN SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS:
A CASE SERIES ABOUT THE BISPECIFIC ANTI-BCMAXCD3 ANTIBODY
TECLISTAMAB IN SEVERE, TREATMENT-REFRACTORY PATIENTS

Andrea Hermina et all (Germany)

¢ 15:35-15:45

OC 53 - USE OF THE CD19/CD3 T CELL ENGAGER BLINATUMOMAB IN
REFRACTORY SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS: A CASE SERIES

Yannick Allanore et al (France)

©15:45-15:55

OC 54 - TIMING MATTERS: EARLY AUTOLOGOUS STEM CEL
TRANSPLANTATION SHOWS A LOWER MORTALITY IN HIGH-RISK DIFFUSE
CUTANEOQUS SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS - PRELIMINARY RESULTS FROM THE
UPSIDE TRIAL - Julia Spierings et al (The Netherlands)

¢ 15:55-16:05

OC 55 - RECONNOITER-1: A PHASE 2, PROSPECTIVE, BLINDED,
RANDOMIZED, PARALLEL-GROUP AND CROSSOVER CLINICAL TRIAL
EVALUATING AISA-021, A NOVEL CCB, IN SUBJECTS WITH RAYNAUD'S
PHENOMENON (SSCRP) - Francesco Del Galdo et al (USA)

CarT Cell Therapies:

©16:05-16:25

CarT cell therapy, where are we now, opportunities and risks
Sasha Dietrich (Germany)

©16:25-16:35

OC 56 - SAFETY AND EARLY EFFICACY OF RAPCABTAGENE AUTOLEUCEL,
AN AUTOLOGOUS CD19-DIRECTED CHIMERIC ANTIGEN RECEPTOR T-CELL
THERAPY, IN SEVERE REFRACTORY DIFFUSE CUTANEOUS SYSTEMIC
SCLEROSIS - Dinesh Khanna et al (USA)

¢ 16:35-16:45

OC 57 - SAFETY AND EFFICACY OF CD19 NEX-T® (BMS-986353), A
CHIMERIC ANTIGEN RECEPTOR (CAR) T CELL THERAPY, IN SYSTEMIC
SCLEROSIS (SSC): FINDINGS FROM THE BREAKFREE-1 TRIAL
Dinesh Khanna et al (USA)

16:45-17:00 Trianti Hall
WRAP UP LECTURE

Zsuzsanna McMahan (USA) & Ulf Mueller-Ladner (Germany)
17:00 Trianti Hall

CLOSING REMARKS




Petros Sfikakis

National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens
Athens, Greece

Faculty

Giorgos Bamias

National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens
Athens, Greece

Vincent Cottin

Hospital Louis Pradel
Lyon, France

Dinesh Khana

University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, Michigan, USA

Elizabeth Volkmann

UCLA
Los Angeles, California, USA

SSWC Congress « 05 - 07 March 2026 - Athens, Greece

Systemic sclerosis-ILD and
TL1A: Bridging pathogenesis,
possibility, and patient care

MEGARON ATHENS CONFERENCE CENTER
ROOM: TRIANTI - ATHENS, GREECE

Thursday, 05 March 2026 - 16:30 - 17:30 (EET/UTC+2)

Chair: Petros Sfikakis (Greece)

Agenda

16:30 -16:35  Welcome and introductions
Petros Sfikakis

16:35-16:50  Beyond the surface: Tackling the multisystem burden
of systemic sclerosis
Elizabeth Volkmann

16:50 -17:05  TL1A/DR3: A new pathway in autoimmune conditions
Giorgos Bamias, Dinesh Khana

17:05-17:25 Multidisciplinary team in SSc moderation
Moderator: Petros Sfikakis; Panel: Giorgos Bamias,
Vincent Cottin, Dinesh Khana, Elizabeth Volkmann

17:25-17:30 Q&A and close
Petros Sfikakis

Symposium sponsored by MSD

This program is not intended for healthcare professionals who practice in,
are licensed to practice in, or reside in the U.S., its territories, or Puerto Rico.

Copyright © 2026 Merck & Co., Inc., Rahway, NJ, USA and its affiliates. All rights reserved.
HQ-NON-01383 03/26 W7757344
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POSTER TOUR LIST

Poster tour will be organized during the Poster Session:

Friday, March 6 from 13:20 to 14:25

Saturday, March 7 from 12:35 to 13:50

Interested participants can meet the Poster Tour leader in front of
the poster board of the first poster of the list.

POSTER TOUR BASIC 1

GENETICS, ENVIRONMENT, AND FIBROSIS IN SSC

Leader: Michal Tomcik (Czech Republic)

P.002  The contrasting associations of ERAP1 and HLA class | regions between
Systemic Sclerosis and Psoriasis - Yuki Nishio et al

P.003  Analysis of mosaic chromosomal alteration in systemic sclerosis identifies
phenotype-specific associations - Yuki Nishio et al

P.018 TGF-beta and Shh induce endothelialto-mesenchymal transition through the GLI
transcription factors - Natalia Riobo-Del Galdo et al

P.019  Collagen VIII: a promising target for anti-fibrotic treatment - Olesya Plazyo et al

P.021  Genomic instability in systemic sclerosis is promoted by a PERK/FOXO1-
dependent axis - Mohammed Osman et al

P.023  Divergent Effects of Genetic and Diet-Induced Obesity on Dermal Adipose

Tissue and Fibrosis - Roberta Marangoni et al

POSTER TOUR BASIC 2

EXPLORING MECHANISMS OF SSC PATHOGENESIS

Leader: Yukie Yamaguchi (Japan)

P.006  S100A4 Regulated Genes are Differentially Activated in Systemic Sclerosis Skin
Across Limited and Diffuse Cutaneous Subsets - Medha Kanitkar et al

P.014  Common fibroblast subpopulations in skin and lung tissue in systemic sclerosis
Nikolaos Vlachogiannis et al

P.035  Primary cilia shortening of Systemic sclerosis dermal fibroblasts can be
modulated by AURORA A kinase activity to reduce fibrotic phenotype
Begoiia Caballero-Ruiz et al

P.044  Macrophage-Driven Osteogenic Differentiation of Mesenchymal Stem Cells in
Systemic Sclerosis Calcinosis - Kaushik Shetty et al

P.048  Lung NK Cells in SSc-LD Exhibit a Paradoxical Activated-Exhausted State
Cristina Padilla et al

P.069  Human blood vessel organoids as a model of vasculopathy in SSc

Alexandru-Emil Matei et al

POSTER TOUR TRANSLATIONA
ANTIBODIES AND BIOMARKERS IN SSC

Leader: Rong Mu (China)

P.038

P.227

P.240

P.245

P.364

P.405

Shared and unique molecular signatures across different autoantibody groups
in systemic sclerosis: a multi-omics analysis - Hanlin Yin et al

Identification of lipidomic biomarkers associated with disease progression in
systemic sclerosis - Rebecca Ross et al

Deciphering Synovitis in Systemic Sclerosis - Muriel Elhai et al

Serum Type | Interferon Activity as a Biomarker of Morbimortality in Systemic
Sclerosis Independent of Cutaneous Subset - Veronica Batani et al

Site-specific cancer risks differ by autoantibody status and across time in
patients with scleroderma - Ami Shah et al

Clinical Characteristics and Ethnic Differences in Anti-Fibrillarin Positive
Systemic Sclerosis patients: An International Multicenter Cohort Study
Roberto D'Alessandro et al

POSTER TOUR CLINICAL 1

SCLERODERMA CLINICAL RESEARCH SHOWCASE

Leader: Zsuzsanna McMahan (USA)

P.301

P.317

P.346

P.373

P.408

Defining the symptom severity and palliative care needs of patients with
systemic sclerosis - Julie Mcdonald et al

Significant unmet needs and treatment preferences concerning patients
orofacial needs in systemic sclerosis: Results from a large international survey
Eleni Deligianni et al

Concomitant Sjogren’s syndrome as a marker for severe visceral disease in
systemic sclerosis - Janet Pope et al

Travel distance to tertiary healthcare reflects disease severity and medication
access in systemic sclerosis patients: insights from the Italian SPRING registry
of the Italian Society of Rheumatology - Camilla Teresa Magnanimi et al

Development of an Articular Activity Score in Systemic Sclerosis (ASSESS):
Identifying Core Instruments for Disease Activity Assessment - Blaz Burja et al




MARGMIB742026 ATHENS, GREEGE

POSTER TOUR CLINICAL 2
EMERGING TREATMENT STRATEGIES IN SSC

Leader: Silvia Bellando Randone (Italy)

P.051  Fc-gamma-receptor-activation by circulating immune complexes in systemic
autoimmune diseases and its reduction by CD19-CAR T-cell therapy
Wolfgang Merkt et al

P.252  BCMAXCDS3 bispecific antibody therapy with teclistamab induces profound
B- and plasma cell depletion with preliminary clinical efficacy in the treatment of
refractory systemic sclerosis - a case series - Elise Siegert et al

P.257  RESET-SSc: Clinical Trial Evaluating Rese-cel (Resecabtagene Autoleucel), A
Fully Human, Autologous 4-1BB CD19-CAR T Cell Therapy in Systemic Sclerosis
Dinesh Khanna et al

P.277  Rituximab in Patients with Systemic Sclerosis Non-responsive to csDMARDs
Preliminary Results of a Prospective Observational Monocentric Study over 36
Months - Zavada Daniel et al

ST 4N0L ¥31S0d

P.282  Impact of updated treatment paradigms on clinical trial referral in diffuse
cutaneous systemic sclerosis - Kimberly Lakin et al

P.285  Safety And Effectiveness Of Tocilizumab In Systemic Sclerosis: A Multicenter
French-talian Study - Corrado Campochiaro et al

POSTER TOUR CLINICAL 3

CARDIOVASCULAR AND IMAGING ADVANCES IN
SSC: EMERGING TOOLS AND INSIGHTS

Leader: John Pauling (UK)

P.065  Quantitative T2* magnetic resonance imaging for the detection of iron
deposition in the fingers of patients with systemic sclerosis
Nikolaos Vlachogiannis et al

P.131  Characterization of early pulmonary arterial hypertension in systemic sclerosis:
a Canadian Scleroderma Research Group cohort study - Chloé Jessen et al

P.141  Primary heart disease in patients with systemic sclerosis and myocardial iron
deposition detected by T2* magnetic resonance - Petros P Sfikakis et al

P.146  Magnetic resonance cardiopulmonary tissue characteristics in a systemic
sclerosis cohort: a pilot study - Sieiro Santos Cristiana et al

P.206  Cutaneous telangiectasia quantification as a predictive marker of vascular
complications of Systemic Sclerosis - Matthew Wells et al

P.386  Radiographic hand assessment of acro-osteolysis in systemic sclerosis
provides novel insights into pathogenesis and evolution of disease burden over
time - Michael Hughes et al
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PRE-CONGRESS

WORKSHOPS & COURSES

Pre-congress Workshops and Courses will be held on Thursday,
March 5, for registered participants only.
Reservation is requested.

PRE-CONGRESS WORKSHOPS

09:00-10:30 First slot pre-congress Workshops
10:30-11:00 Coffee break

11:00-12:30 Second slot pre-congress Workshops

PRE-CONGRESS WORKSHOP 1 Room MC 3.2, level -1
Fibrotic skin manifestations - new diagnostic

and therapeutic approaches

Convenor: Thomas Krieg (Germany)

09:00-9:10 / 11:00-11:10
Introduction: Challenges in diagnosis and therapy
Thomas Krieg (Germany)

09:10-9:25 / 11:10-11:25

Sclerosing skin diseases - how to reach a correct diagnosis and
balance therapies?

Pia Moinzadeh (Germany)

09:25-09:35 / 11:25-11:35
Discussion

09:35-9:50 / 11:35-11:50

New developments in the management of patients with linear
scleroderma

Kathryn Torok (USA)

09:50-10:00 / 11:50-12:00
Discussion

10:00-10:15 / 12:00-12:15

How to treat skin manifestations in SSc and other sclerosing
systemic diseases

Franco Rongioletti (lItaly)

10:15-10:25 / 12:15-12:25
Discussion

10:25-10:30 / 12:25-12:30
Conclusion

PRE-CONGRESS WORKSHOP 2 Room MC 3.4, level -1
Digital ulcers in SSc - A comprehensive

approach to the assessment and management

of digital ulcers in SSc

Convenor: Michael Hughes (UK)

09:00-09:05 / 11:00-11:05
Introduction and objectives
Michael Hughes (UK)

09:05-09:20 / 11:05-11:20
Clinical overview and burden of DUs
Tracy Frech (USA)

09:20-09:35 / 11:20-11:35
Assessment of Dus: definition, categorisation, and classification
Corrado Campochiaro (Italy)

09:35-09:55 / 11:35-11:55
Local management of DUs
Begonya Alcacer-Pitarch (UK)

09:55-10:15 / 11:55-12:15
Pharmacological management of DUs
Dilia Giuggioli (Italy)

10:15-10:25 / 12:15-12:25
Current challenges and future perspectives
Michael Hughes (UK)

10:25-10:30 / 12:25-12:30
Summary and closing remarks
Michael Hughes (UK)



PRE-CONGRESS COURSES

PRE-CONGRESS COURSE 1
Capillaroscopy

Convenor: Vanessa Smith (Belgium)
Chairs: Ariane Herrick UK), Maurizio Cutolo (Italy),
Vanessa Smith (Belgium)

Room MC 2, level -1

08:30 - 08:50
State of the art on capillaroscopy
Maurizio Cutolo (ltaly)

08:50 - 09:10
Pro and con of existing devices
Francesca Ingegnoli (ltaly)

09:10 - 10:00
Standardised interpretation of capillaroscopy
Vanessa Smith (Belgium)

10:00 - 10:20

How to discern a scleroderma pattern form a non-scleroderma
pattern: the fast track algorithm

Madelon Vonk (The Netherlands)

10:20 - 10:50

Examination of the attendees

Technical support by Rosanna Campitiello (ltaly)
and Ramona Govender (South Africa)

10:50- 11:00 ¢ Coffee break

11:00-11:20

Automated reading of capillaroscopy: research versus applicability
in daily practice

Ariane Herrick (UK)

11.20-11.40
Central reading of capillaroscopy and organ involvement
Claudia Ickinger (South Africa)

11:40-12:00
Dermatoscopy versus nailfold video capillaroscopy
Genessis Maldonado Velez (USA) and Mislav Radic (Croatia)

12:00 - 12:20
Standardised interpretation of capillaroscopy in children
Clare Pain (UK)

12:20 - 13:00

6 stations of hand-on immersion in nailfold videocapillaroscopy,
dermatoscopy, USB capillaroscopy

Trainers: Maurizio Cutolo, Ariane Herrick, Claudia Ickinger,
Genessis Maldonado Velez, Clare Pain, Mislav Radic,
Vanessa Smith, Madelon Vonk

13:00 - 13:20
Red flags in capillaroscopy
Maurizio Cutolo (Italy)

13:20-13:30

Closure

Ariane Herrick (UK), Maurizio Cutolo (ltaly),
Vanessa Smith (Belgium)

PRE-CONGRESS COURSE 2 Room MC 3, level -1
WSF/SCTC mRSS-training and standardization

Convenor: Dinesh Khanna (USA)

Teachers: Marco Matucci-Cerinic (ltaly),

Francesco Del Galdo (UK), Yannick Allanore (France),

Chris Denton (UK)

© (08:30 - 09:00 - Registration

©(9:00- 10:00 - Lecture on mRSS and demo on 2 patients

© 10:00- 12:00 - Practice on at least 3 patients with scleroderma

¢ 12:00 - 12:30 - Evaluation for each attendee and reassess patients
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Ul Bristol Myers Squibb’

Come and join us at the BMS Symposium

Beyond Immunosuppression: CAR T Cell Therapy -

A New Era of Investigation in the Treatment of SSc

e Friday, March 6, 2026, 2026 | 14:25 — 15:25 EET

e Megaron International Conference Centre | Trianti Hall

e Systemic Sclerosis World Congress 2026 | Athens, Greece

Speakers

Dinesh Khanna, MD, MSc

Frederick G L Huetwell
Professor of Rheumatology
Professor of Internal Medicine

Oliver Distler, MD

Professor and Chair
Department of Rheumatology
University Hospital Zurich

Claire Roddie, MD, PhD,
FRCPath, MRCP

Consultant Hematologist &
Associate Professor in Hematology

University of Michigan Switzerland University College London
United States United Kingdom
Objectives Agenda
JL Discuss the complexities of SSc Time (EET) Presentation Title Speaker
Ej\g and the unmet needs that persist in
diagnosis and treatment 14:25 - 14:30 Welcome and Introductions Dinesh Khanna
14:30 - 14:40 Unmet needs and B cell pathology in SSc Oliver Distler

Understand the potential applicability )
of CART cell therapy to B cell-driven 14:40 - 14:50 Evc.>lut|or? of .CAR T cgll therapy ) from hematology Claire Roddie
) ) to investigating autoimmune diseases
autoimmune disease

Emerging evidence for CAR T cell therapy in SSc,

14:50-15:07 deep B cell depletion, and immune reset Dinesh Khanna
\lz
Examine recent findings with CD19 15:07 - 15:15 Potential of CAR T cell therapy in SSc Oliver Distler
CAR T cell therapy in SSc
15:15-15:25 Panel Discussion and Q&A All

CAR, chimeric antigen receptor; CD, cluster of differentiation; CME, continuing medical education; SSc, systemic sclerosis.
This program is developed and offered by Bristol Myers Squibb and does not qualify as CME or any other type of accreditation. This is not an official program of the Systemic Sclerosis World Congress 2026.
The safety and efficacy of investigational therapies and/or uses have not been established.

IMM-GR-2600004 02/26
© 2026 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company

U Bristol Myers Squibb’



THURSDAY, MARCH 5 THURSDAY, MARCH 5

ASTRAZENECA MSD
SATELLITE SYMPOSIUM SATELLITE SYMPOSIUM

TRIANTI HALL TRIANTI HALL
16:00-16:30 16:30-17:30

FROM MECHANISMS TO MEDICINE: THE ROLE OF THE TYPE
| INTERFERON PATHWAY IN SSC
Chair: Dinesh Khanna (USA)

° 16:00-16:05
Welcome and introductions - Dinesh Khanna (USA)

°16:05-16:15
Understanding the disease burden and unmet needs in SSc
Gabriela Riemekasten (Germany)

°16:15-16:25
Exploring Type | interferon as a driver of SSc pathology
Francesco Del Galdo (UK)

°16:25-16:30
Delegate Q&A and close

SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS-ILD AND TL1A: BRIDGING
PATHOGENESIS, POSSIBILITY, AND PATIENT CARE
Chair: Petros Sfikakis (Greece)

©16:30-16:35
Welcome and Introductions - Petros Skifakis (Greece)

* 16:35-16:50
Beyond the Surface: Tackling the Multisystem Burden of Systemic
Sclerosis - Elizabeth Volkmann (USA)

©16:50-17:05
TL1A/DR3: A new pathway in autoimmune conditions
Dinesh Khanna (USA), Giorgos Bamias (Greece)

©17:05-17:25

Multidisciplinary team in SSc- Moderation to the panel
Petros Sfikakis (Greece), Vincent Cottin (France),
Elizabeth Volkmann (USA), Dinesh Khanna (USA),
Giorgos Bamias (Greece)

©17:25-17:30
Q&A from Audience and close

VISOdINAS 3LITTLYS
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BOEHRINGER INGELHEIM BRISTOL-MYERS SQUIBB
SATELLITE SYMPOSIUM SATELLITE SYMPOSIUM

TRIANTI HALL TRIANTI HALL
11:50-13:20 14:25-15:25

IMPROVING THE PATIENT JOURNEY IN SSC: FROM EARLY
DIAGNOSIS TO TREATMENT AND ONGOING CARE

*11:50-11:55
Introduction and welcome - Dinesh Khanna (USA)

©11:55-12:35

Optimizing treatment approaches for patients with SSc: now and in
the future - Dinesh Khanna (USA), Francesco Del Galdo (UK),
Zsuzsanna McMahan (USA), Vanessa Smith (Belgium)

©12:35-13:15

Working together to deliver best practice multidisciplinary care for
patients with SSc - Dinesh Khanna (USA), Francesco Del Galdo
(UK), Zsuzsanna McMahan (USA), Vanessa Smith (Belgium)

©13:1513:20
Wrap-up and close - Dinesh Khanna (USA)

BEYOND IMMUNOSUPPRESSION: CAR T CELL THERAPY, A
NEW ERA OF INVESTIGATION FOR THE TREATMENT OF SSC

° 14:25-14:30
Welcome & Introductions - Dinesh Khanna (USA)

©14:30-14:40
Unmet needs and B cell pathology in SSc
Oliver Distler (Switzerland)

© 14:40-14:50
Evolution of CAR T cell therapy - from haematology to investigating
autoimmune diseases - Claire Roddie (UK)

© 14:50-15:07
Emerging evidence for CAR T cell therapy in SSc, deep B cell
depletion and immune reset - Dinesh Khanna (USA)

©15:07-15:15
Potential of CAR T cell therapy in SSc
Oliver Distler (Switzerland)

©15:15-15:25

Panel Discussion and Q&A

Dinesh Khanna (USA, moderator),

Oliver Distler (Switzerland) and Claire Roddie (UK)
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BOEHRINGER INGELHEIM ARGENX
ROUND TABLE SATELLITE SYMPOSIUM

TRIANTI HALL TRIANTI HALL
11:50-12:35 13:50-14:20

FROM DIAGNOSIS TO FOLLOW-UP: PAVING A TWO-WAY
STREET IN PATIENT-PHYSICIAN COMMUNICATIONS

*11:50-11:55
Introduction and welcome - Sue Farrington (UK)

©11:55-12:30

Paving a two-way street in patient-physician communications
Sue Farrington (UK), Madelon Vonk (The Netherlands),
llaria Galletti (Italy)

©12:30-12:35
Wrap-up and close - Sue Farrington (UK)

ESCAPING THE MAZE: CLUES TO THE FUTURE
OF SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS MANAGEMENT
Chair: Marco Matucci-Cerinic (ltaly)

©13:50-13:53
Welcome - Marco Matucci-Cerinic (Italy)

©13:53-14:03
Choosing a path: How autoantibodies inform our understanding of
SSc - Marie-Elise Truchetet (France)

©14:03-14:13
eSScape the maze: Emerging therapeutic solutions in SSc
Dinesh Khanna (USA)

©14:13-14:20

Finding the way out together: Audience discussion on the future of
SSc management - Marco Matucci-Cerinic (ltaly),

Marie-Elise Truchetet (France), Dinesh Khanna (USA)
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9T SYSTEMIC SCLEROS:

PATIENT CONGRESS

Through the work of patient advocacy, patients,
survivors, and caregivers, aim to amplify the voices
of those affected, ensuring their rights and well-being
are protected within the healthcare system. This can
encompass groups that develop patient centric policies,
government bodies crafting legislation to enhance
healthcare systems, or patients taking an active role,
resulting in a collective effort aspiring to a healthcare
system that adequately addresses the diverse needs of
individuals dealing with health challenges.

Drawing on their lived experience and a deep
understanding of their disease, healthcare systems,
and engagement with healthcare professionals, patients
can assume responsibility and advocate as informed,
competent representatives of their peers, on an equal
footing with other stakeholders. This is particularly true
for those patients who have undergone specialised
training in key areas such as healthcare systems,
research and development, or HTA.

However, patient advocacy extends beyond a merely
passive, advisory role in the interplay between those
stakeholders and their respective interests.

As an integrative, driving and enriching force, patient
advocates can make significant contributions in the field
of research, bringing their lived experience and refined
expertise to visibly step forward as representatives of
an entire patient community. For instance, at the 9th
Systemic Sclerosis Patient World Congress, held this
year in Athens.

This congress, hosted by the Federation of European
Scleroderma Associations (FESCA), is part of the larger

— Systemic Sclerosis World Congress, organised by the

24

World Scleroderma Foundation. Both events feature
renowned experts and opinion leaders from the field
of scleroderma - with the fundamental, yet crucial
difference that the Systemic Sclerosis Patient World
Congress is designed by patients, for patients.

The 9th Systemic Sclerosis Patient World Congress
offers an extensive and balanced agenda, providing
attendees the chance to learn from leading scleroderma
experts and patient advocates in an open and welcoming
environment. Interactive sessions provide opportunities
for questions, discussions, and practical takeaways to
support those affected by scleroderma, addressing
topics such as drug development, clinical practice,
the latest research, and the often-overlooked topic of
mental health.

With patient experts embedded throughout the
programme, the Congress elevates lived experience,
putting patient expertise centre stage, while with its
scientific component, building a bridge to the World
Scleroderma Congress. This synergy invites mutual
understanding, perspective shifts, and exploration of
diverse viewpoints.

Consequently, many of the sessions of the 9th Systemic
Sclerosis Patient World Congress are designed to foster
networking and the direct exchange of experience,
ideas and knowledge, emphasising the importance
of collaboration, and that only together, with effective
patient engagement, can a real difference be made for
all those affected by systemic sclerosis.
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FRIDAY, MARCH 6 * BANQUETING ROOM, LEVEL -2

TIME TITLE SPEAKERS
Sue Farrington
09:00 . Christina-Maria Krawvari
09:30 Opening and welcome Marco Matucci-Cerinic
Katy Antonopoulou
Spyros Sapounas
09:30 ROUNDTABLE Annie Gilbert
10:30 Accelerating Access: Breaking Barriers to Therapies Mary Wheatley
Moderator: llaria Galetti
%?88 Coffee break
Maria Koulopoulou
11:00 Michael Oeschger
1 2100 Keep on Moving: Prehab & Rehab Alain Lescoat
: Kyriaki Keramiotou
Moderator: Henrik Pettersson
12:00
13:00 Lunch break
13:00 VEDOSS: The Present_and th_e Future Malrv'cg n?ﬂgtﬁ%ﬁ;%:rrinic
14:00 of Early SSc Diagnosis Moderator: Beata Garay
ﬁ?g Coffee break
Tanaka Ngcozana
14:15 Taking Control: Merce Pifero
15:15 Self-Management of calcinosis and digital ulcers Michael Hughes
Moderator: Luna Toppenberg
Cosimo Bruni
15:15 Maria Grazia Lazzaroni
16:15 Breaking the silence: Intimacy living with SSc Anne Schouffoer
: Kim Fligelstone
Moderator: Linda Schraven
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SATURDAY, MARCH 7 « BANQUETING ROOM, LEVEL -2

TIME TITLE SPEAKERS
Zsuzsanna McMahan

09:00 Navigating Gl complications: Catarina Leite

10:00 Funduplication, fecal incontinence and GERD Yannick Allanore

Moderator: llaria Galetti

Susanna Proudmann
10:00 Eat better, feel better: Annelise Roennow

11:00 Understanding the role of diet in managing the disease Elizabeth Volkmann
Moderator: Kristofer Andreasson

Hgg Coffee break

11:30 Understanding CAR-T: Corrado Campochiaro

: - . Michael Oeschger
12:15 Opportunities and challenges for Scleroderma Patients Moderator: Maureen Mayes

9] John Pauling
ﬂ 12:15 Artificial Intelligence in SSc: Janet Pope
% 13:15 Empowering Patient Support Edith Brown
% Moderator: Annelise Roennow
O .
E %431%2 Lunch break
& :
= Brian Lee
o 14:15 ROUNDTABLE ’
. . Michael Oeschger
15:15 What's new In SSc treatment Moderator: Sue Farrington
15:15 Rita Shrimer
1 6: 15 Feel better to live better Janet Poole
) Moderator: Catarina Leite
igég Closing llaria Galetti
16:30 Farewell reception




Boehringer Ingelheim-sponsored roundtable discussion at the ~ 0
9th Systemic Sclerosis World Congress || Boehrln.ger
Y Ingelheim

From diagnosis to follow-up: paving a two-way

street in patient—physician communications

Date: VVenue:
Saturday, 7 March 2026, 11:50-12:35 (EET) Trianti Auditorium, Megaron Athens International
Conference Centre, Athens, Greece

Join and share your insights at the Boehringer Ingelheim-sponsored roundtable discussion.

During this roundtable, the panelists will discuss their perspectives on the key communication challenges faced by patients and
physicians, providing strategies to enhance education and facilitate truly informed patient—healthcare professional dialogue
throughout the care pathway.

Agenda

Speakers: Sue Farrington (Moderator, Chief Executive of SRUK and President of FESCA), Madelon Vonk (Associate Professor
and Rheumatologist at Radboud University Medical Center), Ilaria Galetti (Patient Advocate, Vice President of FESCA and GILS)

Time (EET) Session Speaker/s
11:50-11:55 Introduction and welcome Sue Farrington
11:55-12:30 Paving a two-way street in patient—physician communications All
12:30-12:35 Wrap-up and close Sue Farrington

We look forward to welcoming you to our roundtable discussion!

Visit Boehringer Ingelheim at Booth 04 for more information and resources.

FESCA, Federation of European Scleroderma Associations; GILS, Gruppo Italiano Lotta alla SSc;
SRUK, Scleroderma and Raynaud'’s UK; SSc, systemic sclerosis
Session and speakers sponsored by Boehringer Ingelheim.

Llfe forward Content developed by speakers. SC-CRP-18906 | January 2026
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Poster session will take place on:

¢ Friday, March 6 from 13:20 to 14:25 and

e Saturday, March 7 from 12:35 to 13:50

in the Poster Area 1 at level O (from P.001 to P.125) and Poster Area
2 at level 1, balcony, (from P.126 to P.418)

Authors have been given a number and must be fixed on the poster
board marked with the same number.

Poster panel height is cm 250 and the maximum usable surface,
portrait orientation is cm. 95 (width) and cm. 235 (height).
Posters can be hanged on:

e Thursday, March 5 from 11:00 to 16:00

¢ Friday, March 6 from 08:00 to 13:00

and removed within 16:00 of Saturday, March 7.

Authors are kindly requested on Friday March 6 and Saturday
March 7 to stand by their poster during the Poster Session time for
discussion with delegates. Otherwise please hang a note to inform
when you will be available.

All presentations, discussions and questions will be in English.

Tape to hang posters will be distributed at the poster information
desk in the Poster Area 1.

Authors must strictly respect the above-mentioned timing for
hanging and removing posters.

Posters not removed by the scheduled time will be removed by the
Organizing Secretariat and thrown away. The Organizing Secretariat
cannot be addressed for any responsibility in posters’ loss.

Poster Tour information at page: 16
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Identification and Functional Characterization of Cell Type-Specific
Causal Variants in Systemic Sclerosis
Honglin Zhu

The contrasting associations of ERAP1 and HLA class | regions
between Systemic Sclerosis and Psoriasis

Ishikawa Yuki, Allanore Yannick, Yuki Nishio, Issei Imoto, Hachulla Eric,
Mouthon Luc, Truchetet Marie-Elise, Stephanie Debette, Chikashi Terao

Analysis of mosaic chromosomal alteration in systemic sclerosis
identifies ph ype-specific iati

Yuki Nishio, Shunsuke Uchiyama, Yuki Ishikawa, Xiaoxi Liu, Seiya Takada,
Tomoki Kuroshima, Keitaro Matsuo, Yasushi Kawaguchi, Masataka Kuwana,
Issei Imoto, Yukie Yamaguchi, Chikashi Terao

h

Impact of active and passi p e to on Sy

Sclerosis manifestations, disability and quality of life- Data from a
Tertiary Centre

Sara Amaro Lopes, Mariana Diz-Lopes, Carlos Marques-Gomes, Marina Oliveira,
Barbara Fernandes Esteves, Miguel Correia Natal, Ana da Rocha Sa,

Bruno Miguel Fernandes, Georgina Terroso, Lucia Costa, Raquel Miriam Ferreira

Clinical features and autoimmune profile in systemic sclerosis patients
of Jewish origin from a single rheumatology center in Israel

Irena Litinsky, Yifat Alkalai, Dafna Capelusnik, Sara Pel, Julia Berman,

Ori Elkayam

S100A4 Regulated Genes are Differentially Activated in Systemic
Sclerosis Skin Across Limited and Diffuse Cutaneous Subsets
Medha Kanitkar, Philip Yee, Stefano Rodolfi, Kristina Clark, Voon Ong,
Christopher Denton
Impact of O | Pollutant Exp
Phenotypes in Systemic Sclerosis
Carrion-Barbera Irene, Sanhuja | Sanz Martina, Ti¢ Laura, Triginer Laura,
Lee Maria, Guillén-Del Cast Alfredo, Ribes Anna, Valencia Muntala Lidia,
Galarza David, Monfort Jordi, Salman-Monte Tarek Carlos, Narvaez Javier,
Simeon-Aznar Carmen Pilar, Pros Anna

e on Clinical and Serological

Evaluation of the History of Trauma in Sy ic Sclerosis: Pr
and Patient Characteristics
Nahal Ghanoongooi, Samuel Good, Ju Young Lee, Arissa Young,

Elizabeth Volkmann

Antecedent Ambient PM2.5 and Constituent Exposure Associations with
Scleroderma-Associated Autoantibodies

Samantha Branton, Gillian Goobie, Sharon Kim, Maureen Laffoon,

Robert Lafyatis, Robyn Domsic
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Mitochondrial DNA escape from Ca2+-overload-mitochondria provokes
fibrosis via cGAS-STING path in skin fibrobl. of SSc
Xiaoyun Zhang, Yingyu Wang, Weiguo Wan, Hejian Zou, Xue Yang

EZH2 Promotes Lung Fibrosis by Disrupting the Balance Between
Profibrotic and Pro-resolving Alveolar Macroph
Qiming Meng, Shasha Xie, Bingying Dai, Sijia Liu, Hui Luo, Honglin Zhu

Non-muscle myosin Il Isoforms (NMII) are involved in Systemic
Sclerosis skin fibrosis and collagen deposition

Barbara Russo, Fanny Noulet, Xuewei Jian, Elisa Burri, Jeremy Kessler,
Geroge Radu Romanescu, Nicolo Brembilla, Bernard Wehrle-Haller,
Maria Shutova, Wolf-Henning Boehncke

The stromal vascular fraction mitigates bleomycin-induced fibrosis in
mice
Jiucun Wang, Zonghao Liu, Ziyu Wang, Mengaqi Shi, Yahui Chen, Xiangguang Shi

Common fibroblast subpopulations in skin and lung tissue in systemic
sclerosis

Nikolaos Vlachogiannis, Kleio-Maria Verrou, Konstantinos Kontodimas,
Eleftherios Zormpas, Oliver Distler, Xaralabos Varelas, Petros P. Sfikakis

A pathogenic role of micr hy-related hemorrhagic
deposition of iron in the skin: ex vivo results in systemic sclerosis
Nikolaos Vlachogiannis, Aikaterini Avdi, Kleio-Maria Verrou, Eleftherios Zormpas,
Petros P. Sfikakis

Tl,,_ ,.' taboli ﬁ'yal ! I
systemic sclerosis

Takehiro Takahashi, Takuya Takahashi, Masahiro Watanabe, Yuichiro Segawa,
Kenta Oka, Toshiya Takahashi, Masamitsu Maekawa, Yoshihide Asano
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The PIM and ATK kinases cooperatively support lung myofibroblast
activation in SSc by regulating energy and protein metabolism

loannis Papaioannou, Xu Shiwen, Ping Kang, Voon Ong, Christopher P. Denton,
Elizabeth Renzoni, Markella Ponticos, Jan-Willem Taanman, David Abraham

TGFR and Shh indi dothelial-to
the GLI transcription factors
Natalia Riobo-Del Galdo, Esther Perez-Barreiro, Francesco Del Galdo

hymal transition through

Collagen VIII: a promising target for anti-fibrotic treatment
Olesya Plazyo, Poulami Dey, Jake Erba, Rachael Bogle, William Brodie,
Alexander Cai, Lam Tsoi, Eliza Tsou, Dinesh Khanna, John Varga,
Johann Gudjonsson

Crystalline silica as an aetiological factor of systemic sclerosis: from

pidemiological data to hanisti iderations in models
Salomé Patry, Laura Morin, Lelong Marie, Alice Ballerie, Erwan Dumontet,
Francois Huaux, Catherine Cavalin, Valerie Lecureur, Alain Lescoat

Genomic instability in systemic sclerosis is promoted by a PERK/
FOXO01-dependent axis

Lamia Khan, Jungin Wang, Charmaine van Eeden, Carmanah Hunter, Lisa Willis,
Caylib Durand, Jan Storek, Janet Pope, Benjamin Korman,

Jan Willem Cohen Tervaert, Robert Gniadecki, Mohammed Osman
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Contribution of mitochondrial DNA to the onset and maintenance of
inflammation in sy ic sclerosis patient:

Martina Orlandi, Sinigalia Giorgia, Amelia Spinella, Marco De Pinto,

Isabella Martuscello, Giorgia Roveta, Luca Keller, Marcello Pinti, Dilia Giuggioli

Divergent Effects of Genetic and Diet-Induced Obesity on Dermal
Adipose Tissue and Fibrosis
Roberta Marangoni, Gaochan Wang, Stacey Duemmel, Benjamin Korman

Generating IL-17B and IL-17D specific antibodies to investigate their
potential role in driving Systemic Sclerosis
Avneet Kaur Manghera, Alastair Lawson, Voon Ong, David Abrahams

CLEC3B is a Key Regulator and Potential Therapeutic Target in Skin
Fibrosis
Qiangian Ma, Qingmei Liu, Weilin Pu, Jiucun Wang, Yuhong Liu

Treprostinil, a Prostacyclin Analog, Mitigates Profibrotic Signaling in
Scleroderma Fibroblasts via the EP2-PPARG-SMARCA4 Pathway
Bashar Kahaleh, Yongging Wang

Molecular markers for disease progression in Systemic Sclerosis -
Exosomes and CX3CR1 T cell subsets

Josna Joseph, Abarna R, Manna Sera Jacob, Sandhya Rani B, Reka K,
Phaneendra Datari, John Mathew

Interleukin-19 is related to sy
lung disease

Yuki Ichimura, Hikaru Hirose, Tomoaki Higuchi, Akiko Tochimoto,
Yasushi Kawaguchi

ic sclerosis,

ially interstitial

The PD-1 pathway as a new treatment target in systemic sclerosis
Maithri Aspari, Voon Ong, Klaus Sgndergaard, Esben Neeser, Malene Hvid,
Angela Tam, Shiwen Xu, Xinyue Bian, Henry Lopez, Christopher Denton,
David Abraham, Bent Deleuran, Stinne Greisen

Evaluation of the altered miRNA and mRNA levels and their biological
functions in peripheral blood lear cells of sy ic sclerosis
patients

Déra Csige, Szilard Péliska, Janos Rézsa, Séra Liptak-Lukacsik, Monika Bodoki,
Déra Tari, Szilvia Szamosi, Zoltan Szekanecz, Gabriella Sziics, Levente Bodoki

Distinct Temporal Dynamics of Inflammation and Fibrosis in A
Prolonged Experimental Model of Systemic Sclerosis

Aurore Collet, Manel Jendoubi, Thomas Guerrier, Alexis Largy, Farah Mana,
Silvia Speca, Sylvain Dubucquoi, David Launay

Evaluation of Serum Br 4 Levels in pati with sy
sclerosis and its association with disease characteristics

Erhan Kupcuk, Emine Busra Ata, Ezgi Cimen Gunes, Omer Faruk Kirlangic,
Taner Ozgurtas, Emre Tekgoz, Sedat Yilmaz, Seda Colak

BAG3 as a possible therapeutic target and biomarker in systemic
sclerosis

lannone Claudia, Margot De Marco, Antonina Minniti, Angela D'Ardia,
Paola Manzo, Antonia Falco, Liberato Marzullo, Alessandra Rosati,
Roberto Caporali, Maria Caterina Turco, Nicoletta Del Papa
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P.038
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Navigating the single-cell landscape of colonic disease in systemic
sclerosis

Kristina Clark, Moustafa Attar, Matthias Friedrich, Charles Murray,
Alexander Clarke, Christopher Denton

Primary cilia shortening of Systemic sclerosis dermal fibroblasts

can be modulated by AURORA A kinase activity to reduce fibrotic
phenotype

Rebecca A. Wells, Begofia Caballero-Ruiz, Panji Mulipa, Alex J. Timmis, loanna
Ch. Georgiou, Colin A. Johnson, Francesco Del Galdo, Rebecca L. Ross, Natalia
A. Riobo-Del Galdo

The involvement of pDC and ER stress in sy ic sclerosis: iated
fibrosis

Beatriz H Ferreira, Mariana D Machado, Carolina Mazeda, Catarina R Silva,
Eduardo Dourado, Camila Castro, Fatima Leite-Pinheiro, Andreia Mendes,

Luis Mendes, Adrienne W Paton, James C Paton, Philippe Pierre,

Catarina R Almeida

Anti-protein arginine methyltransferase 5 (PRMT5) antibodies in the

of patients with sy ic sclerosis
Marco Binda, Anna Ghirardello, Beatrice Moccaldi, Anna Cuberli, Andrea Benini,
Marta Tonello, Roberta Ramonda, Elisabetta Zanatta

Shared and unique molecular signatures across different autoantibody
groups in systemic sclerosis: a multi-omics analysis

Hanlin Yin, Wanyi Lin, Zhangyi Zhao, Chenhan Jia, Fenglin Wu, Xuesong Liu,
Liangjing Lu

The occurrence of vitamin D deficiency and insufficiency in patients
with systemic sclerosis

Ewa Wielosz, Magdalena Dryglewska, Natalia Siedlecka,

Bozena Targonska-Stepniak

Closing the seronegative gap in sy ic sclerosis with
i yrecipitation-mass spectrometry: a multicentric international

study

Birthe Michiels, Jean-Baptiste Vulsteke, Marie Vanthuyne, May Choi,

Tikly Mohammed, Carole Lacout, Antoine Brochard, Frédéric Coutant,

Katja Lakota, Ellen De Langhe, Doreen Dillaerts, Tom Dehaemers,

Jonas De Leeuw, Sasa Cucnik, Nicole Fabien, Emeline Vinatier, Neil McHugh,
Sarah Tansley, Marvin J Fritzler, Frédéric Houssiau, Xavier Bossuyt
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Demographic and Clinical Features of Sy ic Sclerosis Pati With
Anti-U1IRNP Antibodies: a European Scleroderma Trials and Research
(EUSTAR) Analysis

Madeleine Venables, Wanlong Wu, Rucsandra Dobrota, Oliver Distler,

Eric Hachulla, Paolo Aird, Marco Matucci-Cerinic, Francesca Cozzi,

Yannick Allanore, Peter Carreira, Andra Balanescu ,lvan Castellvi, Alberto Cauli,
Christopher Denton, Michele ludici David Launay, UIf Mueller-Ladner,

Elena Rezus, Valeria Riccieri, Gabriela Riemekasten, Bojana Stamenkovic,
Elisabetta Zanatta, Shuang Ye, Suzana Jordan, Marie-Elise Truchetet,

Masataka Kuwana, Francesco Del Galdo

Coexistence of All Three Major Systemic Sclerosis-Specific
Autoantibodies in a Single Patient

Stavroula Magaliou, Nikoleta Zioga, Arriana Gkouvi, Vasiliki Syrmou,
Maria Karapli, Eleni Patrikiou, Christina Katsiari, Dimitrios Bogdanos,
Theodora Simopoulou

Predictive Value of Classical and Emerging Autoantibodies for Cardiac
Dysfunction in Systemic Sclerosis: Systematic Review

Mislav Radic, Petra Simac Prizmic, Tina Becic, Hana Dogas, Ivana Jukic,
Damir Fabijanic, Josipa Radic

Macropt Driven O ic Differ
Cells in Systemic Sclerosis Calcinosis
Kaushik Shetty, Sandra Lopez Garces, Bahja Ahmed Abdi, Kaifeng Liang,
Zestranjyan Kannan, Henry Lopez, Clayton Yates, Voon Ong,

Christopher Denton, Peter Butler, David Abraham, Richard Stratton
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Autoantibodies targeting the angi in Il type 1 recep
to endothelial dysfunction in sy ic sclerosis

Carolin Schmidt, Benedikt Fels, Alexander Hackel, Antje Miiller,
Jens Y. Humrich, Kristina Kusche-Vihrog, Gabriele Riemekasten,
Reza Akbarzadeh

Impact of genetic background on topoisomerase immunization in
mouse model

Salomé Patry, Laura Morin, Marie Lelong, Erwan Dumontet, David Launay,
Alain Lescoat, Valerie Lecureur

Cytokine profile of individuals with raynaud’s phenomenon with and
without systemic sclerosis

Pinja Parmanne, Antti Kuuliala, Alexandra Hame, Kari Eklund, Pia Isomaki,
Riitta Luosujérvi, Marjatta Leirisalo-Repo, Krista Kuuliala

Lung NK Cells in SSc-ILD Exhibit a Paradoxical Acti d-Exh d
State
Cristina Padilla, John Sembrat, Tracy Tabib, Robert Lafyatis

Oxygen-Transport-Cascade and dysregulated interferon signals are
associated with Severe Fatigue in patients with Systemic Sclerosis

Charmaine van Eeden, Janet Pope, Udo Mulder, Desiree Redmond,

Erin Reynolds, Murray Baron, Robert Gniadecki, Maggie Larché, May Choi,

Sabrina Hoa, Carter Thorne, Elena Netchiporouk, Laura Ross,

Jan Willem Cohen Tervaert, Mohammed Osman

The role of anti-G protein-coupled receptors antibodies in the
assessment of systemic sclerosis-primary heart involvement
Beatrice Moccaldi, Giovanni Civieri, Annagrazia Cecere, Marco Binda,
Marta Vadori, Laura lop, Marta Tonello, Anna Cuberli, Andrea Benini,
Emanuele Cozzi, Roberta Ramonda, Francesco Tona, Elisabetta Zanatta
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Fc-gamma-receptor-activation by circulating immune complexes in
systemic autoimmune di and its reduction by CD19-CAR T-cell
therapy

Merle Freitag, Philipp Kolb, Pauline Schroder, Lea Rodon, Franca Deicher,
Ayla Stiitz, Georg Schett, Wolfgang Merkt

The Role of TLR7 and TLR9 in the pathogenesis of Systemic Sclerosis
Takashi Matsushita, Chenyang Wang, Yasuhito Hamaguc

Clinical and Serological Expression of Scleroderma in Jewish vs. Arab
Patients in Israel
Yair Levy, Hitam Hagog Natour, Aiman Natour, Abdullah Asli, Izabella Elgardt

Anti-NOR-90 autoantibodies and clinical associations in systemic
sclerosis: an international retrospective cohort study

Cheng Shen, Marie Hudson, Susanna Proudman, Jenny Walker, Wendy Stevens,
Mandy Nikpour, Shervin Assassi, Maureen Mayes, Mianbo Wang, Valerie Leclair,
Yves Troyanov, Maggie Larche, Murray Baron, May Choi, Mohammed Osman,
Janet Pope, Carter Thorne, Canadian Scleroderma Research,

Australian Scleroderma Interest, Genetics vs Envt in Scleroderma Outcome,
Marvin Fritzler, Sabrina Hoa

Clinical manifestations and long-term outcomes of systemic sclerosis
patients with various combinations of RNA polymerase |, Il and lll
antibodies

Maureen Laffoon, Leah Wunsch, Namitha Nair, Kwonho Jeoung, Lan Yu, Robert
Lafyatis, Robyn Domsic

Serum concentrations of Peroxiredoxin-4 (PRDX4) and -6 (PRDX6) are

associated with disease progression in patients with systemic sclerosis

(SSc).

Otylia Kowal-Bielecka, Krzysztof Krajewski, Krzysztof Kowal, Natalia Szymanska

Revisiting Anti-Nucleolar Antibody Associations in Systemic Sclerosis
by Organ and Disease Subset
Medha Kanitkar, Christopher Denton, Voon Ong

Dual Role of Extracellular Vesicle Size and Concentration as Inverse
Correlates in Autoantibody Profiling and Organ Involvement Prediction
in Systemic Sclerosis

Alexander Hackel, Precious Bonney, Moritz Jagermann, Hanna Grasshoff,
Sebastian Jendrek, Reza Akbarzadeh, Gabriela Riemekasten

Anti-SSA, Anti-SSB and Anti-Ro52 in Systemic Sclerosis: More Than
Just Sicca?

Carlos Gomes, Mariana Diz-Lopes, Miguel Natal, Barbara Esteves, Sara Lopes,
Ana Sa, Marina Oliveira, Mariana Sebastiao, Miguel Bernardes, Raquel Ferreira,
Georgina Terroso, Lucia Costa

Interleukin-6 as a marker of pul yi
sclerosis

Liudmila Garzanova, Lidia Ananyeva, Olga Koneva, Olga Ovsyannikova,
Oxana Desinova, Mayya Starovoytova, Rushana Shayakhmetova,

Anna Khelkovskaya-Sergeeva, Anastasiya Avdeeva, Mikhail Diatroptov
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Age of onset effect on the p with
Juvenile Systemic Sclerosis
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Is gastroesophageal reflux a risk for interstitial lung disease in Juvenile
systemic sclerosis?
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The prognosis for pulmonary hypertension in systemic sclerosis
complicated by Sjogren's syndrome is favorable
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Concomitant Sjogren’s syndrome as a marker for severe visceral
disease in systemic sclerosis
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Analysis

Miguel Natal, Mariana Diz-Lopes, Carlos Marques-Gomes, Barbara Esteves,
Marina Oliveira, Catarina Rua, Ana Rocha S&, Sara Amaro Lopes, Licia Costa,
Raquel Miriam Ferreira, Georgina Terroso

Delayed Seroconversion and Pulmonary |
Sclerosis Overlap Syndrome: A Case Report

Ana Da Rocha S&, Carlos Marques Gomes, Mariana Diz Lopes,

Bérbara Esteves, Marina Oliveira, Miguel Natal, Sara Helena Amaro Lopes,
Salomé Garcia, Raquel Miriam Ferreira, Lucia Costa, Georgina Terroso

nent in SLE-Sy

Systemic Sclerosis-Systemic Lupus Erythematosus Overlap: A Rare
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Hector Teodoro Rios Bazaldua, Valeria Cantu Martinez, Pablo Gamez Siller,
Egla Samantha Sanchez Peralta, John Robert Edminister,

Angel Kevin Garza Elizondo, Rosa Icela Arvizu Rivera,

Ana Cecilia Bardan Inchaustegui, Gisela Garcia Arellano,

Jesus Alberto Cardenas de la Garza, Miguel Angel Villarreal Alarcon,

Angel Dionicio Galarza Delgado

Clinical and serological characteristics of anti-Ku autoantibodies in a
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Economic Burden of Diffuse Cutaneous Systemic Sclerosis in Canada
Tatiana Nevskaya, Benjamin G. Cohen, Francine Chingcuanco, Paul Steel,
Isabelle Poirier, Vanita Sharma, Janet E. Pope

P.354

P.355

P.356

P.357

P.358

P.359

P.360

P.361

P.362

P.363

P.364

Peripheral Nervous System Complicati in Sy ic Sclerosis:
Association Between Polyneuropathy and Neuropathic Pain

Kristine lvanova, Natalja Kurjane, Viktorija Kenina

Pul £ ion decli

P y in very early diagnosis of systemic
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Disease outcome during the postpartum period in Systemic Sclerosis
and VEDOSS patients: a retrospective multicentre study
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Characteristics and outcomes of males in the Australian Scleroderma
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Increased frequency of anti-RNA Polymerase 3 antibodies in patients
with Systemic Sclerosis and Silicone Breast Implants: a multicentre
study from the international EUSTAR cohort

Maria Grazia Lazzaroni, Yolanda Braun-Moscovici, Elda Piovani, Claudia Barison,
Liala Moschetti, Veronica Batani, Michal Tomcik, Sabina Oreska,

Francesca Motta, Maria De Santis, Petros P. Sfikakis, Masataka Kuwana,
Kamal Solanki, Brigitte Granel, Roberta Foti, Virginia Berlingiero,

Joana Caetano, Yannick Allanore, Elisabetta Zanatta, Luca Idolazzi,

Juan-José Alegre-Sancho, Devis Benfaremo, Gianluca Moroncini,

Marco Matucci-Cerinic, Franco Franceschini, Alexandra Balbir-Gurman,

Paolo Airo

Spontaneous intracranial hypotension: an underdiagnosed condition in
Systemic Sclerosis?

Lucia Lanzo, Silvia Laura Bosello, Gerlando Natalello, Gabriella Alonzi,

Pier Giacomo Cerasuolo, Silvia Fiore, Andrea Zoli, Stefano Di Murro,

Valentina Boni, Camilla Teresa Magnanini, Davide Gaspare Patti,

Maria Antonietta D'agostino, Enrico De Lorenzis

The involvement of the temporomandibular joint in patients with
Systemic Sclerosis: a clinical and ultrasound study

Alessia Laneri, Giovanni Ciancio, Gabriele Amati, Beatrice Maranini,
Amelia Spinella, Marco De Pinto, Martina Orlandi, Maria Grazia Malandra,
Ottavio Secchi, Benedetta Bongiovanni, Gilda Sandri, Stefano Mandrioli,
Andrea Lo Monaco, Marcello Govoni, Dilia Giuggioli

Micr I nent in idiopathic inflammatory myositis:
capillar pic study in a singl ter cohort of p with
der yositis and antisy syndrome

Jacopo Landro, Davide Mohammad Reza Beigi, llaria Bisconti, Marius Cadar,
Francesca Romana Di Ciommo, Elena Platania, Martina Salerno,
Beatrice De Girolamo, Simona Truglia, Fabrizio Conti, Valeria Riccieri

with and without

Clinical differences in sy
sicca symptoms
Nikolaos Koletsos, Konstantinos Trentzidis, Nafsika Gerolymatou,
Paraskevi Voulgari

ic sclerosis p




P.382

P.383

P.384

P.385

P.386

P.387

P.388

P.389

P.390

Mapping the journey to diagnosis in systemic sclerosis: A real-world
cluster-based analysis
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Clinical characteristics of “non-severe” scleroderma patients with
physical frailty: An lysis using a J single-center cohort
Kodai Ito, Tatsuaki Naganawa, Ryuto Hobo, Kaho Kondo, Risa Ohara,

Naoki Dosoden, Toshihide Kimura, Marika Sawada, Yumi Ito, Natsuko
Watanabe, Ai Umeda, CHIAI NAKADA, KONOMI Akamatsu, Megumi Kurumizawa,
Machiko Tachibana, Takako Hashimoto, Shusaku Fukaya, Hidekata Yasuoka

Radiographic hand nent of acro: lysis in sy
provides novel insights into path is and luti
burden over time

Michael Hughes, Graham Dinsdale, Aayushi Agnihotri, Joanne Manning,
Muditha Samaranayaka, Jonathan Harris, Ariane Herrick

ic sclerosis
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Distinct Systemic Sclerosis Phenotypes Related to Race/Ethnicity:
An Opportunity to Personalize Care?

Danick Goulet, Camille Guertin, Maggie Larché, Marie Hudson,

Isabelle Ferdinand, May Y. Choi, Mohammed Osman, Janet Pope,

Carter Thorne, Murray Baron, Sasha Bernatsky, Sabrina Hoa,
Scleroderma Research Group

Imaging techniques for assessing the hand in systemic sclerosis: a
systematic review

Mark Greveling, Veerle Koerselman, Simon Mastbergen, Julia Spierings
Educational online webinars of European Reference Network (ERN) on
Rare and Complex Connective Tissue and Musculoskeletal Diseases
(ReCONNET): 6 years’ results of the sy ic sclerosis di group
Emanuele Gotelli, Rosanna Campitiello, Eric Hachulla, Vanessa Smith,

Marco Matucci-Cerinic, llaria Galetti, Sue Farrington, Wiebke Lautre,

Monica Testoni, Diana Marinello, Rosaria Talarico, Marta Mosca,

Maurizio Cutolo

Salivary Gland Ultrasound in Systemic Sclerosis: Overlap with Sjogren’s
Disease or Just a Look-Alike?

Carlos Gomes, Mariana Diz-Lopes, Barbara Esteves, Miguel Natal, Sara Lopes,
Ana Sa, Marina Oliveira, Mariana Sebastiao, Miguel Bernardes, Raquel Ferreira,
Georgina Terroso, Lucia Costa
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Exploring the Link: Systemic Sclerosis and Peripheral Arterial Disease
- data from a tertiary centerSystemic sclerosis (SSc) is a connective
tissue disease characterized by fibrosis and vasculopathy

Carlos Gomes, Diogo Domingues, Mariana Diz-Lopes, Barbara Esteves,

Sara Lopes, Ana Sa, Marina Oliveira, Mariana Sebastiao, Miguel Natal,

Miguel Bernardes, Raquel Ferreira, Georgina Terroso, Licia Costa,

Joana Ferreira, Armando Mansilha

LL37 as a Bi ker of V. and Pul y Invol in
Systemic Sclerosis

Sami Giryes, Shani Peretz Bardan, Naomi Yeshurun Finkelstein1,
Marielle Kaplan, Vika Shataylo, Rita Erlich, Yolanda Braun-Moscovici,

Alexandra Balbir-Gurman

External Validation of Deep Learning Models for 5-Year Mortality in
Systemic Sclerosis

Kittikorn Duangkum, Wilaiphorn Thinkhamrop, Nathapob Chaichaya,

Ajanee Mahakkanukrauh, Siraphop Suwannaroj, Pimchanok Tantiwong,
Thida Phungtaharn, Chingching Foocharoen

Patient perspecti and satisfaction following a short-term singing
intervention in systemic sclerosis pati acr tional study
Pasinee Srinithiwat, Chingching Foocharoen, Ajanee Mahakkanukrauh,
Tippawan Onchan Patnarin Pongkulkiat, Orathai Wantha, Siraphop Suwannaroj

Hospital-based first di
linical pr i and diag p y

Chingching Foocharoen, Teerapat Luengthanapol, Tippawan Onchan,

Patnarin Pongkulkiat, Ajanee Mahakkanukrauh, Siriphop Suwannaroj

of sy ic sclerosis: defining initial

Artificial Intelligence Distinguishes Ed Phase of Sy
Sclerosis from Mimickers: A Video-Based Diagnostic Study
Chingching Foocharoen, Tippawan Onchan, Patnarin Pongkulkiat,

Ajanee Mahakkanukrauh, Siraphop Suwannaroj, Supachoke Sonsilphong,
Wanida Kanakard

CT-Based Assessment of Thoracic Wall Muscle Mass and Its Association
with FVC and FVC Test Quality in Systemic Sclerosis

Busra Firlatan-Yazgan, Gul Sandal Uzun, Alper Sari, Mustafa Utku Ugur,

Esra Akcicek, Selin Ardali Duzgun, Gamze Durhan, Elif Naz Sancar,

Oguz Karcioglu, Gozde Sevgi Kart Bayram, Mustafa Ekici, Erdinc Unaldi,

Levent Kilic, Ali Akdogan

Systemic Sclerosis as a sign of malignancy: a case report
Barbara Fernandes Esteves, Carlos Marques-Gomes, Mariana Diz-Lopes,
Miguel Correia Natal, Marina Oliveira, Ana Rocha Sa, Sara Amaro Lopes,
Georgina Terroso, Lucia Costa, Raquel Miriam Ferreira

Fundus Examination versus Optical Coherence Tomography to assess
for Retinal Micr lar Ch in Sy ic Sclerosis

Rahma Elziaty, Maha Elgaafary, Reem Mohsen, Mary Wadie, Walaa Elwakil,
Yasser EI Miedany

The National Landscape of Sy ic Sclerosis in Egypt:

A Comprehensive EUSTAR database study

Rahma Elziaty, Maha Elgaafary, Walaa Elwakil, Waleed Hassan,
Mohamed Hassan Abu.Zaid, Mary Wadie, Samar Tabra, Sherif Ismail,
Yasser Elmiedany
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The prevalence of interstitial lung disease in diagnosed cases of
rheumatoid arthritis in tertiary care center
Harmanjeet Singh Dhillon

Understanding care experiences in systemic sclerosis: Physician and
patient perspectives stratified by clinical clusters

Francesco Del Galdo, Mario Ehlers, Lizette Moros, Arpit Misra, Hyemin Song,
Isabel Truman, Liane Gillespie-Akar, Dinesh Khanna

Systemic Sclerosis and Quality of Life: Innovative Therapeutic
Approaches Through Animal-Assisted Inter i (AAl) - the
Experience of Scleroderma Unit of Modena

Amelia Spinella, Marco de Pinto, Nicola Anatra, Margherita Carretti,

Luca Parenti, Daniele Tagliafico, Gabriele Amati, Martina Orlandi, Gilda Sandri,
Dilia Giuggioli

The hidden Impact of Systemic Sclerosis In Oral Health: Evidence from
a Portuguese Population

Ana Da Rocha S4, Carlos Marques Gomes, Mariana Diz Lopes,

Barbara Esteves, Marina Oliveira, Miguel Natal, Sara Helena Amaro Lopes,
Salomé Garcia, Georgina Terroso, Licia Costa, Raquel Miriam Ferreira

Clinical Characteristics and Ethnic Differences in Anti-Fibrillarin
Positive Systemic Sclerosis patients: An International Multicenter
Cohort Study

Roberto D'Alessandro, Stefano Rodolfi, Ami Shah, Laura Hummers,

Adrianne Woods, Pietro Rubortone, Marie Elise Truchetet, Alix Calot,

Corrado Campochiaro, Veronica Codullo, Francesco Del Galdo, Ivan Castellvi
Barranco, Elisabetta Zanatta, Silvia Bellando Randone, Gonzalo Boleto,

Loic Raffray, Emmanuel Chatelus, Patrice Cacoub, Alexandre Le Joncour,
Paolo Airo, Cristiana Sieiro Santos, Alain Lescoat, Aurore Collet, David Launay,
Jerome Avouac, Christopher Denton, Yannick Allanore

Investigating the interplay between pulmonary functionality and
i d mi i hy in very early diagnosis of systemic

micr
sclerosis (VEDOSS)
Eugenio Capparelli, Eleonora Zaccara, Greta Pellegrino, Elisabetta Ricchiuti,
Giorgio Bonardi, Daniela Bompane, Laura Castelnovo, Antonio Tamburello,
Maria Sole Chimenti, Antonino Mazzone, Paola Faggioli

Metabolic and clinical correlates of insulin resistance in systemic
sclerosis: a cross-sectional monocentric study

Eugenio Capparelli, Paola Faggioli, Eleonora Zaccara, Francesco Lapia,
Francesca Capelli, Laura Castelnovo, Daniela Bompane, Antonio Tamburello,
Sergio Finazzi, Maria Sole Chimenti, Antonino Mazzone

Development of an Articular Activity Score in Systemic Sclerosis
(ASSESS): Identifying Core Instr for Di Activity A
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Blaz Burja, Paco Welsing Welsing, Alain Lescoat, Andreas Eisenring,
Anna-Maria Hofmann-Vold, Claire Leroy David, Dinesh Khanna,
Francesco Del Gardo, ludici Michele, Janet Pope, Julia Spierings,
Madelon Vonk, Marie-Elise Trucetet, Martine Clergeau, Michael Hughes,
Susan Murphy, Tracy Frech, Oliver Distler, Muriel Elhai

Phenotypic Variations and Clinical Pathways in Scleroderma Renal
Crisis

Katya Dolnikov, Kochava Toledano, Marius Braun, Sami Giryes, Yonit Tavor,
Alexandra Balbir-Gurman, Yolanda Braun-Moscovici
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Threefold Impact of a Scleroderma-focused Interprofi
Event
Hannah Bowen, Amy Gietzen, Lee Shapiro, Steve Rosenblum

Phenotypic impact of diabetes mellitus on the course of systemic
sclerosis: Insights from an international multicenter study

Goncalo Boleto, Corrado Campochiaro, Paolo Air6, Maria-Grazia Lazzaroni,
Liala Moschetti, Elisabetta Zanatta, Andrea Benini, Gianluca Moroncini,

Devis Benfaremo, Marie-Elise Truchetet, Louis Bébéar, Silvia Bellando Randone,
Serena Guiducci, Alain Lescoat, Fabio Cacciapaglia, Nicoletta Del Papa,

Marco Matucci-Cerinic, Yannick Allanore

Longitudinal Characterization of PreSSc/VEDOSS Patients Identifies
Anti-Scl70 Antibodies as the Main Predictor of Disease Progression
Chiara Bellocchi, Martina lacubino, Marta Mozzo, Maurizio Lorini,

Vincenzo Carbonelli, Lorenzo Beretta

I of Phar | Mai Tr on Healthcare
Costs in Hispanic Outpatients with Systemic Sclerosis

Narda Alejandra Nieto Guerrero, Juan Pablo Gonzalez Morales,

Mayra Fernanda Moguel Ehuan, Carlos Jose Montero Chavez,

Valeria Cantu Martinez, Ana Cecilia Bardan Inchaustegui, Gisela Garcia Arellano,
Alejandra Perez Gomez, Miguel Angel Villarreal Alarcon,

Jesus Alberto Cardenas de la Garza, Dionicio Angel Galarza Delgado

Colombian Consortium for the Development of Research on Systemic
Sclerosis (CCONDORSS) Institutional Registry: Presentation of the
registry and first preliminary report

Julian Barahona-Correa, Yulieth Garcia-Pardo, Karen Gualdrén-Chaparro,
Stella Baracaldo, Oscar Gil, Anais Gallart, Angela Ardila, Maria-Claudia Diaz,
Daniel G. Fernandez-Avila, Santiago Bernal-Macias

Clinical Characteristics and Treatment of Patients with Systemic
Sclerosis Associated digital ulcers and PAH
Thet Nwe Aung, Rosi Thomson, Smita Bhat

Lung cancer in Systemic sclerosis, a single center patients’ cohort
characteristic

Balbir-Gurman Alexandra, Giryes Sami, Dolnikov Katya, Guralnik Luda, Dotan
Yaniv, Tavor Yonit Araf Aiman Toledano Kohava, Braun-Moscovici Yolanda

Assessing Respiratory Muscle Strength and Aerobic Capacity in
Systemic Sclerosis: Insights into Pulmonary and Functional Health
Giilsah Yamancan, Jehat Kilic

Forced Vital Capacity Trajectories in Treatment-Naive Systemic
Sclerosis: A 10-Year Prospective Cohort Study
Hee Won Cho, Eun Bong Lee, Jun Won Park, Jin Kyun Park, Yunhee Choi

SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS -POLYMYOSITIS OVERLAP SYNDROM ON
RITUXIMAB THERAPY DURING LONG-TERM FOLLOW-UP
Oxana Desinova, Mayya Starovoytova, Lidiya Ananieva, Olga Koneva

VISCERAL INVOLVEMENT IN VERY EARLY SYSTEMIC SCLEROSIS
Oxana Desinova, Mayya Starovoytova, Olga Koneva, Rushana Shayakhmetova,
Liudmila Garzanova, Olga Ovsyannikova, Lidia Ananyeva
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Every breakthrough starts with a challenge.

Like athletes, researchers train, persevere and push beyond their limits to move science forward.
Today, we celebrate the true athletes of science.

Join the Contest

e Explore the posters in the Poster Area (Level O and level 1, balcony)

¢ Scan the QR code on the branded totem

* \lote for your favourite research

The most voted projects will be awarded the title Champion of Progress, selected through both public
voting and evaluation by a scientific jury.

Your vote matters: support innovation, celebrate discovery, be part of progress.

Join us. Vote. Inspire change.
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Congress venue

MEGARON INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE CENTRE
Leoforos Vasilissis Sofias and Kokkali 1
11521 Athens, Greece

How to get to Megaron

There is a metro station next to the Megaron (called Megaro
Moussikis) leading you right into the city centre in one direction (6
minutes) and to the El. Venizelos International Airport in the other
direction (35 minutes).

Maps, timetables, fares and route planning are available in English on
the Athens Public Transport website:https://www.athenstransport.
com/english/

Next to Megaron there is a big car park available and many taxis,
trams and buses just outside the centre.

Organizing Secretariat

AIM Group International - Florence Office

Via Giovanni del Pian dei Carpini 19/21 - 50127 Florence, Italy
Tel. +39 02 566011

ssc2026@aimgroup.eu

Bar
A bar is available at the entrance of the congress center.

Cloakroom

A cloakroom is available on following days:

Thursday, March 5 from 08:00 to 21:30
Friday, March 6 from 07:30 to 19:30
Saturday, March 7 from 07:30 to 18:00

Registration desk

Onsite the registration desk will be open for participants at the
following times:
Thursday, March 5
Friday, March 6
Saturday, March 7

from 08:00 to 19:30
from 07:30 to 19:30
from 07:30 to 17:30

WORED CONCHESS N R

Giaaio =il

REGISTRATION FEES Late fee

(VAT 24% included) and onsite
Physicians € 1.050,00

Young Investigators/ Fellows * € 520,00

Phd Basic Scientists** € 520,00

HP (Nurses and Physiotherapists) € 470,00

Medical Students*** € 320,00

Patients € 49,60

* For young doctors under 35 years of age. Copy of the ID or passport is
requested.

** For other scientists who are not Physicians and/or MD
*** These individuals must include a letter from their program director, chief
of service or faculty advisor to be eligible for reduced fees

Registration fees include:

Congress kit,

access to the scientific sessions,

admission to the exhibition and poster area,

certificate of attendance,

coffee breaks and working lunch as indicated in the programme,
book of abstracts.

Registration fee for patients includes:

Congress kit, access to the Opening Ceremony of the medical
congress, scientific sessions of the patient congress only, coffee
breaks and working lunch as indicated in the patient programme.
Patient registrations are not entitled to attend the medical
congress.

Congress badges

Each participant may collect the badge at the registration desk.
Participants are kindly requested to wear their badge during all
congress activities and social events.

No colour: Participants

Red colour: Invited Speakers and Chairpersons
Green colour: Exhibitors

Blue colour: Patients




Internet connection
Free wifi connection is available as follows:

Medical congress - level 0 and level -1
Wifi: SSWC2026
Password: SSWC2026!

Patient congress - level -2
Wifi: PATIENT2026
Password: PATIENT2026!

Language
The official language is English.

Catering

Coffee breaks

Coffee breaks will be organized in the exhibition area, during the
following times:

Friday, March 6 from 10:00 to 10:30 and from 16:30 to 17:00,
Saturday, March 7 from 10:30 to 11:00.

Lunches

A standing buffet lunch will be offered to all registered participants
on Friday, March 6 from 13:20 to 14:25 and on Saturday, March

7 from 12:35 to 13:50 in the exhibition area.

Patient Congress
Coffee breaks and lunches will be organized at level -2.

Certificate of Attendance
Certificates of attendance will be sent by email.

Exhibition

An exhibition will be open in the following days at Level O:
Thursday, March 5 from 13:30 to 19:00,

Friday, March 6 from 08:00 to 19:00,

Saturday, March 7 from 08:30 to 16:00.

Social Programme

Welcome Reception

Thursday, March 5 from 19:10 to 21:30

A light cocktail will be held after the Opening Lectures at level O for
all registered participants and patients.

Congress Dinner - Friday, March 6 at 20:45
The Congress Dinner will be held at

DIONYSOS ZONAR'S
Rovertou Galli 43, - Athina 117 42, Greece

Transfer by bus will be provided upon reservation, from Hotel Crown
Plaza (50, Michalakopoulou Ave) at 20:15.

Possible remaining places can be booked at the “Onsite registration”
desk by Friday, March 6 at 10:00.
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Oral communications

Selected papers will be orally presented by the Authors. Authors
have the time indicated in the programme including the discussion.

Poster tour
See information at page 16

Poster session
See information at page 28

Meet the Expert sessions

Meet the Expert sessions will be organized on Friday, March 6
and Saturday, March 7 from 07:30 to 08:30 for young practicing
physicians only, for a maximum of 40 participants each, on first
come, first served basis. Possible remaining places can be booked
at the “Onsite registration” desk.

Speaker Preview Room

Speaker Preview Room is available at level O.

Speakers are kindly requested to upload their slides at least 1,5
hours before their presentation or, if their session is scheduled in
the early morning, on the previous day. The opening hours of the
Speaker Preview Room are:

Thursday, March 5 from 08:00 to 18:00

Friday, March 6 from 07:30 to 18:30

Saturday, March 7, from 07:30 to 17:00.

The following facilities will be provided in the Speaker Preview Room:

e computers (operating system Windows) to review, alter and
upload the presentations to the server

e support by technical staff is available

The technicians will transfer the presentation to the corresponding

Session Room. All speakers will easily find their presentations

directly in the meeting room.

Abstract book

The digital version of the abstracts book of the oral presentations
and posters is available online:
https://web.aimgroupinternational.com/2026/
sclerosiscongress/abstract-book/

You can scan the QR code here below to open it.

Important!

The abstract book as supplement of
Journal of Scleroderma Foundation
will be ready some months after

the congress. The participants will
be notified by email as soon as it is
available.
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